
 
 

HSE launches new safer sex social media campaign for young people: 

#respectprotect 

 

Campaign is set to replace HSE Johnny’s Got You Covered Campaign  

 

Friday, 31 August 2018 

 

The HSE Sexual Health and Crisis Pregnancy Programme (SHCPP) is launching a new social 

media safer sex campaign at Electric Picnic, with the tag line #respectprotect. 

 

The campaign will actively encourage people who are thinking of having sex or are sexually active, 

to think ahead, access correct information and to practice safer sex. It continues to focus on the 

importance of using condoms to protect against Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) and as a 

form of contraception.  

 

The campaign will introduce icons, tattoo stamps, and photo frames to engage young people for 

social media channels. An outreach team will disseminate condoms and lubricant sachets to young 

people at the festival.  

 

Speaking ahead of the launch, Helen Deely, SHCPP Programme Lead said, “Moving to the new 

campaign will provide the HSE with greater flexibility in conveying more targeted and credible safer 

sex messages to our younger audience. Our move from Johnny’s Got You Covered to 

#respectprotect is in response to both policy and significant social change in Ireland over recent 

years. Developed in partnership with young people and our sexual health community partners, the 

colourful heart logo, which endorses the campaign, is understood to be a symbol for care and 

inclusivity, respecting all sexual orientations.”. 

 

The HSE’s website sexualwellbeing.ie, launched in early 2018, will support the campaign and 

provide information on STIs, consent, relationships, contraception and crisis pregnancy. The 

website speaks to all people living in Ireland, regardless of their sexual orientation or age and 

stage of adult life. 

 

For more information please visit https://www.sexualwellbeing.ie/sexual-health/ 
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Editor’s notes 

 

1. Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) provisional records show that in 2017, there 

were 5200 cases of young people diagnosed with either, chlamydia (n=3730), gonorrhea 

(n=872) or genital herpes (n=598), representing an 11.2% increase of these STIs in this 

age group (15-24) when compared to 2016 figures.  

http://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/hivstis/sexuallytransmittedinfections/publications/stireports/  

 

2. The #respectprotect campaign is supported by the HSE SHCPP National condom 

distribution service (NCDS).  In 2017, a total of 406,000 condoms were distributed via the 

NCDS. https://www.sexualwellbeing.ie/for-professionals/national-condom-distribution-

service/  
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